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Louisiana Oyster Strategic Plan
• Draft submitted to legislators Dec 2020
• Overall Goals

o Increase oyster density
o Expand oyster resource in POSG
o Expand oyster resource resilience:

- Habitat improvement projects
- Development and protection of spawning reefs
- Research to develop a low-salinity tolerant oyster

o Provide resilience to oyster industry by offering 
options to expand operations into Alternative 
Oyster Aquaculture (AOC), such as off-bottom 
cage culture

https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/assets/Resources/Publications/Oyster/F
inal-Draft---Oyster-Strategic-Plan---12.30.20.pdf . 



Louisiana Oyster Strategic Plan
Initiatives
1.   Traditional Cultch Planting and Water-Bottom Mapping 
2. Cultch Planting with Remote-Set Oysters
3. Development of Spawning Stock Sanctuary Network 
4. Expansion of Alternative Oyster Aquaculture 
5. Private Oyster Lease Rehabilitation (POLR) Program 
6. Expansion of Hydrologic Monitoring 
7. Evaluation of Leases Incapable of Oyster Production 
8. Establishment of Cultivation and Production Requirements 
on Leases 
9. Establishment of New Public Oyster Areas
10. Mississippi River Gulf Outlet Hydrologic Evaluation 
(MRGO)
11. Evaluation of the Restoration Bohemia Spillway Water 
Control Structure 
12. Research and Development 



Brood Reefs

• Petit Pass
• Karako Bay
• Lake Machias
• Mozambique Point
• Crushed limestone (up to 18”)
• 5,000 cubic yards per reef
• Reef size: 1 acre – 2.5 acres 
• Completed in fall 2021
• Funded through NRDA
• Closed to oyster harvest



2021 Sister Lake Cultch Plant

• 200 acres 
• Crushed limestone (~4”)
• 29,500 cubic yards
• Funded through NRDA



Drum Bay Cultch Plants
• To be constructed in spring

o Bid window open now (OSP)
o Bid opening Feb. 8
o Two 100-acre plants
o 13,500 yards per reef 

(~4” pieces)
o Funding through NRDA



Water Bottom Survey – Morgan Harbor



Hatchery Spat-on-Shell (SoS) 
• Producing and setting 4 million spat set 

on recycled oyster shells
• Transport and Deployments in 2021 to 

different reefs



Alternative Oyster Culture Expansion 

• Louisiana Sea Grant contract
• https://www.laseafoodfuture.com/aoc

https://www.laseafoodfuture.com/aoc


Oysters Tolerant to Low Salinity
• Contract with UL Lafayette
• LO-SPAT will apply expertise in coastal 

ecology, environmental monitoring, 
organismal biology, economics, 
aquaculture and other disciplines to 
ensure that oyster populations survive 
ongoing environmental challenges in 
support of the Louisiana

• https://www.lospat.org/
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